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This Bulletin is edited by the Secretary of the | easier to let the avenge do both reading 
Iowa Library Commission and has been adopted | and thinking. 
in part by the dewe Library Commissions of It was a long step from this to the general 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. use and appreciation of books, and then for 
eEare , in the first time it began to be understood that 
the little blocks of Gutenburg might be made 
either instruments for good or potent powers 
of evil. With the general acceptance of the 
idea that a free government is under obliga- 
tions to secure a citizenship of such intelligence 








OBLIGATIONS OF CITIZENS TO THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


By Mrs. H. M. Towner. 
Trustee of the Corning (Ia ) Public Library and 


Member of the Iowa Library Commission. and sense of moral obligation as to make free- 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie has written, ‘‘The | dom compatible with safety, has come at last 
universal propensity of the American, young | the knowledge that books and libraries rightly 
and old, for reading and writing has some- | established and wisely administered may be- 
times seemed to me to lend countenance to | come effective instruments in the education of 
Dogberry’s dictum that while ‘a good man is | the people and the formation of civic charac- 
the gift of God, reading and writing come by | ter. With the reading habit already formed 





nature.’’’ We are admittedly a reading peo- | it is only necessary to guide and contro) it 
ple. Newspapers are in every hand and the | along right lines to make it a real power for 
latest historical novel is in every home. Pro- | the security of the state and the uplifting of 
fessor Bryce mentions as one of our note-_ its citizenship. With the public schools pre- 
worthy characteristics ‘‘the universal habit of | paring the youth to use books as a means of 
reading.’’ _ knowledge, it remains for the citizen to provide 

It might puzzle us to answer the question | them and teach their use. 
why we read. It is certainly not generally or | _It follows as a necessary result that the free 
primarily for the enlargement of our mental | library should be a part of the machinery of 
horizon, and it would hardly be fair to say it state and an institution of government. It is 
is even principally for diversion or amusement. | now generally understood that an enduring civ- 
It may be that this propensity is but an ilization must have popular education as its 
evolutionary development of our original basis, education which stops not at the schools, 
Yankee curiosity, and is because we want to | butcontinuesthrough life. Although we point 
know everything about everybody that ever with pride to that which has been accom- 
occurred, is now occurring or will probably | plished, the establishing of free public Whraries 
hereafter occur in any place on earth or within | under municipal control is still a practical 
our planetary suburbs. | problem in Iowa. Forty-three Iowa county 

In earlier years, while yet the reading habit | seats are yet without free libraries, and thirty- 
was identified with erudition, and the man | two towns and cities with more than two-thous- 
who read was for that reason esteemed learned and inhabitants have none. Our little cities 
and wise, the good or bad in books, the | and townsare young. Most of them have grown 
beneficial or deleterious in their influence, | to their present stature in a single generation. 
were not differentiated. Reading and thinking | They are not rich, they are simply prosperous. 
were regarded as tedious and unnecessary | They have grown up in an era of electric 
accomplishments. It was so much more | lights, water works and paving. These have 
attractive to do than to think and so much | generally been provided by taxation. The 











smaller cities are nearly if not quite, the most 
heavily taxed — honestly taxed — portions of 
our nation. They have usually been lavish in 
their public school building and generous in 
the support and maintenance of their schools. 
The average citizen knows the value of electric 
lights, water works and paving. He has himeelf 
been educated in the public schools. But the 
free library is too often associated in his mind 
with parks and museums, something desirable 
but hardly necessary. He must be made to 
understand that the library is really a neces- 
sity. That it is now an essential part of our 
educational system, only less important than 
the public schools and their necessary com- 
plement. It is necessary for him to under- 
stand its place as an intellectual center. To 
understand that it is an important instrument 
in the moral and police control of the young 
and homeless; that it is of vastly greater 
importance than electric lights, water works 
and paving, for these are of the material, 
while the library is of the intellectual and 
spiritual. Our average citizen is a good man. 
A little inclined to take the intensely practical 
view perhaps, sometimes even the selfish, 
mercenary view. But he is progressive. He 
is usually intensely devoted to the interests 
of his town or city, and if the right appeal is 
made the chances are that he will come to the 
support of the library project. Once com- 
mitted, no plan for the expenditure of public 
money will meet with readier assent. 

‘The library established,—what is the duty 
of the citzen with regard to it? An offen- 
sive paternalism must be avoided as well as 
carelessness and indifference. After the library 
has taken its place among the other institu- 
tions of a city or town, there is sometimes a 
tendency on the part of the citizen to lose 
personal interest, to pay little attention to its 
resources or possibilities. The lavish Ameri- 
can father buys his house and leaves his wife 
to manage it. He buys his children’s play- 
things, their clothes and their educations, and 
leaves them to do with them as they like. 
Having provided, having drawn his check, he 
is apt to dismiss it as a thing accomplished. 
A library will not bear this treatment. It 
cannot in this manner become an _intel- 
lectual center. The public library is a living 
thing with throbbing heart and coursing 
veins, with constant demands that must 
be intelligently supplied. It is always 





growing or always dying. 


will bear rich fruit ‘for the blessing of the 
state. No matter how efficient the librarian, 
or how devoted the trustees, it is the citizen 
who by an intelligent use and appreciation of 
the library must make it the intellectual cen- 
ter of the community. It must be regarded 
as an educational institution not only by those 
who have it directly in charge, but by all those 


who know something of the value and use of. 


books. By intelligent co-operation of these 
forces the reading habit may be so wisely 
directed and controlled that it will not spend 
itself on the gossipy ephemera of the hour, 


shall not be poisoned by the morbid and sen- 


sational or shattered and wrecked by the 
wicked and vicious. It is possible in thig 
manner to gradually raise the standard of 
those who come seeking only that which 
will minister to a depraved taste, until they 
also have a share in the library as an intellec- 
tual center. To the boys and girls, the men 
and women who find in the free library the 
chief refining pleasure they ever know, the 
more fortunate citizen owes an especial duty, 
It is for him to disseminate the thought that 
the inequalities of material lot do not invade 
the library, that the joy of knowledge, the 
pleasures to be found in books, are open to 
all alike. 

Local conditions vary widely, but there is 
everywhere a wide field for the publie-spirited 
and intelligent citizen in making the library 
what it should be. He may assist in the 
effort to enlarge its scope and influence. He 
may do his part toward making the library 
the center for all the literary activities of the 
community. He may make it the recipient 
of gifts that will benefit not only his fellow 
citizens, but generations yet to come. Per- 
sonal interest in everything connected with its 
upbuilding will be of great value, if only it be 
offered in the right spirit and without a desire 
to ignorantly interfere or unjustly criticise 
those who have been intrusted with its man- 
agement. 

There is still another phase of the obligation 
of the citizen to the library which must be 
considered. There is sometimes, even now, & 





It wil? blossom — 
only as it grows, only with the rains, — 
the gentle winds, the favoring sunshine, — 
and these the citizen must supply. Then wil] © 
it become not only a beautiful blossom, glad- — 
dening the eye and breathing perfume, but 
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disposition to thrust the library into politics, 
to make its places and its perquisites spoils of 
office. All things touched by this canker, 
suffer, but none more than the library. It 
demands for successful service complete 
divorcement from partisan politics. The man- 
agement and control of a public library is a 
specialized service, technical and devoted. 
The place-hunter will not even understand its 
alphabet; he cannot understand its spirit. 
Nowhere so well may be applied Burke’s 
apothegm, nowhere is it so necessary: ‘‘ To 
bring the dispositidns that are lovely in private 
life into the service and conduct of the state.’’ 
It is surely the duty of the citizen to keep the 
library out of politics. The library cannot 
protect itself. Its immediate administrators 
cannot protect it. It must be done by those 
who vote or who can control votes. The library 
should be treated as an institution separate 
and apart from the ordinary functions of 
government. By every means in their power 
its friends should inculcate the thought that 
the library must be managed by the skilled, 
the expert, the educated. The interests of 
every citizen will suffer from inefficient ser- 
vice in any department. An uninformed or 
indifferent board of trustees ought to be an 
impossibility. 

To obtain the best results the library must 
have advocates that will stimulate a spirit of 
co-operation between municipal and private 
effort. This work must be done by the best 
people in the community; by the pulpit, the 
press, the schools, the teachers, the profes- 
sional men, the women’s clubs. All these 
forces for the higher life, for better opportun- 
ties, for purer municipal government, must be 
organized, must understand their responsibil- 
ities. Mere preaching the abstract duty of the 
citizen will avail little, unless the forces that 
understand and appreciate what a power and 
blessing the free library may be made, can be 
organized in itssupport. This is a propaganda, 
a mission field, worthy any lover of his kind. 
It will need patience, faithful unceasing effort. 
It will need tact, the ability to allay factions, 
to smooth away irritation, to reconcile discord. 
It will need intelligence, the ability to clearly 
understand the end in view, to meet argu- 
ment, to solve problems of municipal state- 
craft. It will need the large mind that will 
be able to compromise on non-essentials, to 





be conservative when restive forces become 
prominent, to lead without the glory of lead- 
ership, to command without commission or 
insignia of rank. Here as elsewhere, the dut- 
ies of the citizen are more important than his 
rights; his greatest opportunity, service ; his 
greatest blessing, usefulness, in the interest of 
the highest citizenship. 





LIBRARY MEETING IN THE MIDDLE 
WEST. 

A library meeting will be held at Madison, 
Wis., August 28, 29 and 30, 1902. Short 
programs, giving plenty of time for individual 
conference, will be the feature of the meeting. 
Miss Hasse has consented to stay over, after 
her work in the Madison Summer School, for 
a session on public documents, and it is hoped 
that talks from a leading book publisher, as 
well as from a leading book reviewer, may be 
secured; also talks from architects and others 
experienced in library architecture. It is 
probable that a conference of the various west- 
ern library commissions will be held on the 
Monday following the meeting, September 1st. 

A general invitation is extended and later 
particuiars may be obtained by addressing 
Miss L. E. Stearns, Madison, Wisconsin. 





PUBLISHER AND LIBRARIAN, 

Doubleday, Page & Co. announce that they 
are arranging to print every month the best 
eight illustrations from each of their magazines, 
‘The World’s Work” and ‘‘ Country Life in 
America.”’ 

The plates are printed on beautiful and sub- 
stantial paper, with the idea of their being used 
for bulletin boards, which are now regarded 
as essential in the work of every library. The 
‘‘Country Life in America’’ pictures will fol- 
low the events of the season. ‘‘The World’s 
Work ’’ illustrations will more closely follow 
current events—portraits of distinguished men 
and incidents which are of contemporaneous 
importance. 

The price is 30 cents a month for both sets 
and subscriptions should be sent to Double- 
day, Page & Co., publishers, 34 Union Square, 
New York. 
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BEST FIFTY BOOKS OF 1901 ADAPTED 
TO SMALL LIBRARIES. 


The New York State Library each January 
publishes a list of 500 books of the previous 
year as the best of the 5,000 published. This 
is submitted to the librarians of the state and 
others interested for a vote as to which are the 
best fifty for the uses of a village library. For 
several years past the results of this voting 
have been printed in these columns by special 
arrangement with the state library. Below 
will be found the result for this year. The 
books are arranged in the order of their rank 
as to the number of votes they received. 

It is not intended by the state library that 
this list shall be accepted as authoritative ; it 
is simply an expression of opinion from 
librarians, some in large towns, some in vil- 
lages, whose positions enable them to know 
what books are most in demand, and not 
necessarily what are intrinsically the best. 

The result, therefore, is not the judgment of 
the New York State Library. That judgment 
is expressed in a list of 200 books for the same 
period which will be published later, anno- 
tated in a way to indicate the nature of each 
book. 

Votes 


Rank. Received. 
1. Chasceill, Winston, “‘The Crisis,” Macmillan, 


be tthisetnn tench etat cheneeneeceosess cece 108 

Parker, Gilbert, ‘“‘The Right of | Way.” Harp- 
er, $1.50 ........ ae A ea eT 

3. Riis, J. A., “The Making of an American,” 
Macmillan, TS, 

4. Washington. B. T., “Up from Slavery, * 
PE ED onitinnddnccehes wadesenunes 102 

5. Thompson, Ernest Seton. T om of the 

Hunted,” Scribner, net $1.75 

6. Kipling. Rudyard, “Kim,” Doubleday, 81.50. 82 

7. Van Dyke, Henry, “The Ruling Passion,” 
EE i cctenhcdckdecinesed éabbeepaccse 82 

8. Fiske, Sy madi ‘Life Bveriasting, m mougnten. 
ne wetiwe — amie 74 


9. Gordon, C. W., “Ralph Connor,” pseud., “The 
Man from Glengarry,” Reveil, $1.50 ORE 


73 
10. Cable, G. W., “The Cavalier,” Scribner, $1.50. 71 
11. Bacheller, I. A., “D’ri and I,” Lothrop, $1.50. 67 

12, vans, R. D, “A Sailor's Log,” Appleton, 
Sibbbasihempbekendabiraeebas C6nnns eter 64 

13. Wilkins, M. E., “The Portion of Labor,” Har- 
EEE EAL a | 

14. Batieg, A T., “The Education of the Amer- 
ican Citizen,” Scribner, net §1.50.......... 62 

15. Runkle, Bertha, “Helmet of Navarre.” Cen- 
ern adinincctctnacetinest baer ence cave 62 

16. Howells, W. D., “Heroines of Fiction,” 2 vols. he 
Harper, an iene 60 

17. Scudder, H. E., “James Russell Lowell,” 2 
vols., Houghton, SSE 56 


18. Catherwood, Mrs. M. H., “Lazarre,” Bowen- 
Merrill, $1. Ditbigechentaskhndes udiebhsoneeses 54 











47. 


49. 


Joust 8. O., ‘The Tory Lover,” Houghton, 
Burroughs, John. (editor), “Songsof Nature,” 
EE irs cnnds o<sopacaneieigesenshooes 
Mitchell, 8. W. “Circumstance,” Century, $1.50 
Riggs, Mrs. K. D.. (Wiggin), “Penelope's Irish 
neo tae ga Houghton, $1.25 ...... .....- 
J. fcemenen, Young Folks’ 
Gyeiopaedia of Literature and Art, Holt, 
feng, © Andrew, (editor), “The Violet Fairy 
* Longmans, net $1.60.... ............ 
“The Semmens by the author of “Eliza- 
beth and her German Garden,” Muac- 
gE o ocbusnccacadscantensbuceebanehes 
Chambers, R. W., ““Cardigan,’’ Harper, $1.50--. 
Crawford, M. E , “Marietta,”’ Macmillan, $1.50 
Maeterlinck, Boaetes, “Life of the Bee,” 
d, net $1.40 Ldictadieineentenhictenhd ‘milaiphiantcgnlen 
Muir, John, * National Parks,” Hough- 
ton, net $1.75 ....... shahinnne aaibemiie 
Moffett. Cleveland, “Careers ‘ot Danger and 
Daring,” Century, Es sintndaie dink wien 
Strene, Josiah, ‘The Times and Young Men.” 
Baker & T., net 75c....--. whit chaduens 
Balfour, Graham, “Life of ‘Robert Louis 
Stevenson,” 2 vols., Scribner, net $4 --..- 
Abbott, Lyman, “Rights of Man,”’ Houghton, 


net $1.50 
Fletcher, W. I., and Poole, Mary, Poole’s 
Index to Periodical Literature, abridged 
edition, Houghton, $12.....................-. 
Wyckoff, W. A.. «Day with a Tramp, and 
Other Days,” Scribner, net $1-.--..--...:.- 
Dawson, W. H., “German Life in Town and 
Country.” ( (“Our European Neighbors,”’) 
+S ls icnccccenisenshasseipiasen 
Dunne, F. P., “Martin Dooley,” omens. )*Mr. 
Dooley’s ‘Opiaions,” Russell, $1.50........ 
Har he ef ome of Castes States 
istory, 10 vols., Harper $31-. osm 
Peary, ee. J. D., “The Snow Baby,” Stokes, 
net eapeccee eneoe 
Beaty. . “Colonial Fights ont Fighters,” 
Be ee, GD ec ciins secnes doctienteetsaes 
Burnett, Mrs. F. H., “The Bokiag ofa March- 
ioness,”’ Stokes, net $1.10..........-. ‘ 
Earle, Mrs. A. M., — Time Gardens ” Mac- 
millan, net £2.50 esthetics aeilienti igi 
Higginson, T. W., “ American Orators ‘and 
Oratory,’’ Mrs. C. W. Merrill, $1.50......_- 
Tomlinson, E. T., “Old nis Schuyler,” (Blue 
and Buff Series) American supe Pur 
licution Society, $1.25.....-.--.- 

Latimer, Mrs. E. W., “Last Years of the 
Nineteenth Century,” McClurg, $2.50.. 
Palmer. F. H. E., “Russian Life in Town ond 

Country,” (* ‘Our _ ae rengunees, ") 
Putnam, net $1 20 wie asus 
Bates, Arlo, “Talks = Writing English, = 
Houghton, met, $1.90....... .. .02.c0020.--2-00 
Miller. Mrs. H. N., “Olive Thorne Miller,” 
(pseud.), “Second Book of Birds,” hough- 
TD eT 
Phillips. Stephen, “Herod,” Lane, $1.50..-.... 
Hough, P. M., “Dutch Life in Town and 
Country,” (Our eae Neigusess, "7 
PEE, BOB GEER. cccccdcccccescenseses 
Robinson, C. M., “Improvement, of Sound 
and Cities,” Putnam, net $1.25.........-..- 
Argyll, Duke of (Marquis of Lorne), “V. R. I. 
Oni een Victoria. ” Harper, net $2.50...... 


Wright, M. O., “Flowers and Ferns in Their s 


aunts,” ‘Macmillan, net 92.50........:... 


—N. Y. Times Saturday Review, 
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ADMINISTRATION AND BOOKS. 

Asa library grows and the isssue of books 
increases, the amount spent for administration 
must necessarily increase. 

In the very beginning the chief concern is 
to install ‘‘the plant’’ properly: that is, buy 
a reasonably representative stock of books 
and such equipment for running the library 
as seems necessary. Possibly the thought in 
the beginning is that one person orat most 
two, can attend to the activities of the institu- 
tion. But with the foundation of the collection 
laid, it is seen that to bring the books and the 
readers together and to make the booke of 
of the greatest service to the community, 
much more is needed than simply to hand 
out the books ‘‘on demand.”’ 

The contents of the books must be known, 
obscure chapters bearing upon important 
subjects must be made accessible; hence the 
tedious process of cataloging the books by 
bringing out the information often entirely 
hidden, but which it is the business of a well 
conducted library to reveal. 

Before this, however, there must be an 
orderly business record of the library, which 
shall definitely record and locate every book 
bought with public funds; and an additional 
record which shall trace the location of every 
book if in the hands of a borrower. 

Now these things do not do themselves, and 
books cannot be treated by wholesale, but 
each particular book insists on preserving its 
indentity and must be dealt withasaunit. A 
collection of books, no matter how valuable 
the matter contained therein, is a ‘‘mob of 
books’’ if not properly classified, catalogued 
and made accessible, and may be properly 
compared with a ‘‘ mob of men’”’ before they 
are properly drilled and mobilized intoan army; 
while a well organized collection of books with 
good business like administration may be com- 
pared to a well-drilled and disciplined army 
ready to promptly respond to orders. For 
this reason an examination of the expendi- 
tures in the larger libraries shcws that 
after the standard books are supplied, the 
ratio spent for books is less proportionately, an 
increasing amount being necessary each 
year to ‘‘operate the plant’’ if the library 
is a growing institution. For, being an 
educational institution, the books must be 
brought in touch with the people if the insti- 





tution fulfils its function, and this is done by 
sympathetic, cultured librarians who, on the 
one hand have a fine appreciation of the mis- 
sion and message of good books, and on the 
other hand know something of the needs and 
aspirations of the average person. 

A large collection of thousands of volumes 
housed in a superb building costing thousands 
of dollars, managed in a slip shod fashion by 
an incompetent librarian and assistants and 
having the library open only a few hours each 
day is little better than a warehouse for 
paper, and yet this seems to be the ambition 
of some library trustees. 

It may be safely affirmed that as a library 
grows, the relative proportion of money spent 
for books decreases and that for administration 
increases because of the very nature of the 
work to be done. There need be no uneasiness 
on the part of library trustees because of this 
fact; on the contrary, it might well be an 
indication of stagnation on the part of the lib- 
rary, if the cost of operating it had not grown, 
for it would be a reasonable assumption that 
the work had not grown. 

As well might a commercial firm repine 
because as its business increases, its expenses 
as to salaries, rents, light, etc. increase cor- 
respondingly; as for the library to apologize 
for increased cost of administration. The 
way to keep down expenses is to be conserva- 
tive, close the shelves to the public, repel the 
young people and children, and have money 
to buy books and keep them clean with no one 
toreadthem. A board of trustees may choose 
to do this and thwart the whole purpose of 
this educational movement. 


HELPFUL LISTS. 





The New York Library Association is show- 
ing much originality in its methods of work, 
two notable features of which are a series of 
library institutes to be beld in various parts of 
the state, and the brief lists of books on timely 
subjects. Brief codperative reading lists of from 
eight to fifteen titles each have been issued on 


the following topics: U.S. Government and 
its Administration, Debating, Stories of Deli- 
cate Workmanship, Stories that Most Men 
Like, Gardens and Gardening and Botany. 
These lists will be sent to those who request 
them, by the secretary of the Library Com- 
missions or Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, secretary 
New York Library Association, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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AS TO FICTION IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
The ever recurring question of the public 
library’s function regarding the supply of the 
latest popular novels has been one of the 
‘*burning’’ questions in library circles during 
the winter and much has been said in the li- 
brary and literary periodicals regarding it. 

Agitation regarding this question arises every 
few years, each time taking on a slightly dif- 
ferent phase, but the vital point at issue seems 
after all to be whether, if the library is an educa- 
tional institution, the trustees have a right to 
divert so large a proportion of public funds to 
this class of books, while there is such a dearth 
of literature of the more substantial sort. 

A symposium on the subject in the New 
York Times Saturday Review, in December, 
based on the statement that the Springfield 
(Mass.) library had reduced the reading of 
fiction 24 per cent in four years, gave the views 
of many prominent librarians, and this has 
called forth expressions from other publica- 
tions both in communications and editorially. 

Below are given extracts from these: 

Mr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress. 

‘*It is an error to discuss the circulation of 
fiction’ merely as fiction. We all read novels, 
we all profit by them. To supply them is a 
legitimate function of the public library, which 
is in part to furnish instruction through recrea- 
tion, and to cultivate the taste as well as the 
understanding. 

‘*There is, however, a demand for fiction 
which I do not believe can legitimately be met 
by the public library. That is the demand for 
the latest new novel merely because it is the 
latest new novel. We all read current novels 
also and enjoy and profit by them. But the 
demand for them is largly artificial, fora pur- 
pose merely social, and is apt to be transitory. 
No free library can meet it adequately, and 
the attempt to meet it is an expense and an- 
noyance to the reader and expense and bur- 
den to itself * * * 

‘* The free library cannot supply the demand 
for current novels ‘hot from the press.’ In 
professing to supply it the library deludes the 
public and reduces its capacity for service 
really serviceable. I believe the free libraries 
would gain in resources and in the end in pop- 
ular esteem if they would agree to buy no cur- 
rent work of fiction until at least one year after 
date of publication. 
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‘*They should at the same time make obvious 
their intention to buy the latest work in the 
arts and sciences as nearly as possible on the 
day of its publication.’’ 


Mr. Henry J. Carr, Ex-president American 


Library Association, Librarian Scranton (Pa.) 
Library. 

‘For my own part I see no reason to be 
particularly solicitious about reducing the per- 
centage of fiction reading, so long as only good 
and wholesome fiction is supplied by the li- 
brary. On the other hand I feel much more 
deeply interested in the idea of differentiating 


or grading the fiction and recording and re- — 


porting its issue accordingly, somewhat after 
the plan which Mr. John Thomson of the 
Free Library of Philadelphia advocates so co- 
gently. * * * Mr. Thomson’s proposition 
is aimed at classification of fiction as histori- 
cal, sociological, descriptive, etc.’’ 

Mr. Johnson Brigham, State Librarian of Iowa. 

‘* The latest novel is not necessarily entitled 
to place in the free public library because it is 
popular. I would go further and say that [ 
believe it a diversion of the public money from 
its legitimate uses to buy scores and hundreds 
of the latest and popular novel simply because 
there is a demand for it. The right of the 


’ popular novel to a place in the public library 


should, in my judgment, depend upon the 
literary or moral quality of the novel and not 
upon its selling quality. Let people who want 
the highly flavored novels buy them at the 
local book store or borrow them from the 


Booklovers’ library. They should not expect - 


a tax-supported institution, which is nothing if 
not educational—I use the term educational 
in its broadest sense—to gratify their taste at 
public expense. 

‘‘Nor would I have a free public library 
spend the taxpayers money on books that 
simply waste the reader’s time, yielding no 
profit, affording no inspiration or suggestion of 
permanent value to any one.’’ 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, (Speech at N. Y. 
Library Club). 

‘*There were according to reports 4,490 
booke published last year, of which 1,098 
were fiction, and I have been thinking that 
it might be a good plan, as we all realize 
where this flow of fiction is leading us, if the 
libraries would say, ‘ We will buy no work of 
fiction until it is at least a.year old,’ I would 
not deprive the lover of books of his fiction, 
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put I believe that if a man gives his fortune to 
endow libraries he might do well to bar fiction 
Jess than three years old.’’ 

Library Journal, New York (Editorial). 

“Today it is a hard problem that con- 
fronts the librarian—how to discriminate, 
how to select from the flood of novels, new 
and old, good, bad and indifferent that pour 
forth each year in increasing volume. Mr. 
Putnam’s radical suggestion that no work 
of fiction be purchased by libraries until 
a year after its publication is widely regarded 
as possibly the most practical solution of 
the difficulty. The arguments in its favor 
are logical and cogent, and it would be most 
interesting to observe its practical opera- 
tion and results. Mr. Carnegie has recently 
given his approval to the suggestion, and has 
even recommended that the period of exclusion 
be extended to three years—but this opens 
more ground for objection.”’ 

The Dial, Chicago (Editorial). 

‘There are many devices of the obvious 
sort for the lowering of the percentage of 
fiction and the raising of the percentage of 
serious reading, and these have been used 
by all good librarians in the United States 
during the quarter century that librarian- 
ship has been recognized as one of the pro- 
fessions. They include such things as the 
limited supplying of novels and the liberal 
supplying of better books, the publication 
of annotated and descriptive lists upon special 
subjects, the cOoperation of librarians with 
teachers in the work of the schools, the open- 
ing of the library shelves to easy access on the 
part of the public and the judicious use of 
personal counsel on the subject of reading. 
* * * Mr. Herbert Putnam, who by virtue 
of his official position, is the leader of the pro- 
fession of librarianship in America, makes a 
suggestion that may be pronounced radical, 
but that commends itself to the sober intelli- 
gence after the first shock of surprise is over. 
It is simply that no works of fiction be pur- 
chased by public libraries for at least a year 
after publication. * * * 

“‘We are inclined to think, on the whole, 
that every public library would be well advised 
in adopting Mr. Putnam’s suggestion, thus 
forcing its patrons to take, as far as the library 
is concerned, Emerson’s well-known advice 
against reading books that have not kept alive 
for at least a year.’’ 





RENTING COLLECTIONS OF POPULAR 
BOOKS. 


_— 


Closely related to the question of how far a 
library is justified in supplying the latest 
popular novel at public expense is the plan, 
which has developed within a few years, of pro- 
viding a special collection of the new books of 
fiction most in demand and making a small 
charge for their use. While the fee is small, 
each book will, by constant use, probably be 
paid for by this fee within a year. Some 
objection has arisen regarding the making of 
any charge for books issued from a free pub- 
lic library, but the fact still remains that the 
books could not be supplied at all if not by 
this means, and those who are insistent about 
having these books provided, should surely 
not be critical when they are furnished for 
such a nominal fee, else they always have 
the recourse of buying the coveted books at 
the bookstore. 

There is no doubt but that such collections 
make it possible to expend more of the library 
funds for books of permanent value and the 
use of the loan books lessens the pressure on 
the other books of fiction which circulate free. 

The fee for the use of these books varies from 
five cents a week to two cents a day. The 
daily charge seems preferable, as people are 
much more likely to return the books promptly 
when they have finished, rather than permit 
two cents per day to accumulate. 





HANDBOOK OF LIBRARY ORGANI- 
ZATION. 

In the organization of new libraries all 
State Library Commissions have felt the need 
of a handbook giving definite information as 
to what is really necessary to properly equip 
and operate a public library. 

The Minnesota Library Commission has in 
hand the compilation of such a book, which 
is issued by the co-operation of the Commis- 
sions of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa. 

This ‘‘ Handbook of Library Organization ’’ 
will be distributed free by the commissions in 
each of the co-operating states, but for others 
a charge of thirty cents will be made. 

It is expected that the handbook will be 
ready for distribution early in May, and can 
be obtained of the Secretary of either of the 
above commissions. 
































































BEGINNINGS OF AN ART LIBRARY. 





By Katherine Patten, 
Public Library, Minneapolis, Minn. 


All libraries are more or less cramped for 
money, the large as well as the small, and it 
is always a difficult matter to divide the money 
fairly among the different classes of books. 

Notwithstanding the large number of people 
who are now interested in the study of art, 
either historically or technically, and it is an 
ever increasing number, there are always a 
few and perhaps even library trustees, who 
think an art department an unnecessary lux- 
ury. This is certainly an entirely false idea. 
If the true end of all education is to make 
people good and happy, and I suppose we all 
believe it, just think for a moment how far 
beauty goes towards making people happy; 
and beauty is the great end and aim of art. 
Some one has said that the world without art 
would be a wilderness. It would certainly be 
a very dreary place. William Morris, one of 
the great artists of our day, in speaking of the 
lesser arts, has said: 

‘*They are the sweeteners of human labor, 
both to the handicraftsman, whose life is spent 
in working in them and the people in gen- 
eral, who are influenced by the sight of them 
at every turn in the day’s work. They make 
our toil happy and our rest fruitful.’’ 

Of course we can not all be artists; that is 
not our aim. The children in the: public 
schools are taught to draw and paint, not 
because it is expected that they will become 
artists, but to train both eye and hand and 
most important of all, to develop their taste 
for beauty. 

It is this love of the beautiful and the power 
to recognize it which is developed in us by the 
study of the best art. 

The history of the arts, also, is a part of the 
history of civilization, and is surely as import- 
ant for us to study as any other phase of the 
development of the race. 

So when we form our library in the begin- 
ning, and as often as we add to it, let us make 
sure that the art department receives its fair 
share of attention, and not feel that we are 
extravagant or indulging in any luxury. 

Let us begin systematically with at least a 
good outline of what we want the art library 
to be, even if it is years before the details can 











money at our disposal, the more essential it ig 
that we should buy the very best books, for if ~ 
we buy a poor book it means that we have lost 
the chance of getting a better one. 


be filled in, and the smaller the amount ot 


: 


First of all, one needs a few general books— ; 
a dictionary of artists, a general history of all — 


the arts, a handbook on symbolism and one or 


two on legends of the madonna and the saints, — 


It may be well to make all these reference 
books, but as a rule let every thing circulate 


_as much as possible. 


Architecture is the oldest and the noblest of 
the arts and the one which concerns us all 
most nearly, for on it depends the beauty of 
our cities and our homes. We should try to 


cultivate an interest in the study of architect-— 


ure especially, and have as many interesting 
and not too technical books on the subject ag 
can be afforded. A good encyclopedia ig 
almost an essential. Sturgis’ dictionary, for 
instance, is such a mine of wealth that in a 
small library it would often take the place of 
many other books on special subjects. The 
article on Italian architecture, for instance, 
is 95 pages long. So, though the first outlay 
is large for the small library it is a good in- 
vestment after general encyclopedias have been 
purchased. A good history of architecture in 
general and one or two on special styles and 
periods are desirable; also two or three books 
giving attractive modern house plans and 
interior details. ' 

In painting the same rule should be followed. 

First some general work on the history of 
painting, then a good history of each great 
school and after that as many biographies of 
the great artists as can be afforded. Itis much 
better to have one or two outline histories 
and put the rest of the money into biographies, 
than to buy the larger and more costly his- 
tories of painting. 

It is of very little use to study art without 
illustrations and we in Minneapolis are trying 
to supplement the books by circulating pie 
tures also. There are a great number of 
cheap prints being published now, either in the 
form of a serial or in sets or singly—some of 


which give really artistic reproductions, though 


some are not desirable and the selection should 
be carefully made. 

There is a little periodical called ‘‘ Art Study 
Pictures,’’ published monthly at $1.35 a year, 
some of the numbers of which are devoted 
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exclusively to one artist, others illustrate a 
school and others pictures of famous sculpture 
orarchitecture. The margins may be trimmed, 
the pictares mounted on gray board and put 
into a manila envelope and circulated exactly 
like a book. Another better periodical, called 
‘* Masters in Art,’’ devotes each number to a 
special artist. It costs $1.50 a year and is an 
excellent thing for a small library. 

There are comparatively few books on the 
technique of painting and as a general rule 
such books are not of great value, but for 
those who cannot get the help they need from 
a teacher, it would be well to have one or two 
well illustrated books on the practice of paint- 
ing. The colored studies are a great help to 
the beginner, and the Art Amateur or the Art 
Interchange can be made useful by mounting 
the colored supplements separately and circu- 
lating them. This is done in the Milwaukee 
public library and other libraries. Designs 
for wood carving, embroidery, etc., may be 
mounted. 

One or two books on drawing and a history 
of book illustration should be bought. Al- 
though most of the boys and girls like nothing 
better than to copy Mr. Gibson’s charming 
drawings, it is just as well that they should 
have a chance to become familiar with the 
work of other masters in line. 

In sculpture the field is more limited than 
in the other branches of art. There is not so 
mrch published and it is more expensive. 
Begin with a general history of sculpture in 
all ages, which may later be followed with a 
history of Greek and Roman sculpture, both 
well itlustrated, if funds permit. The lives of 
Benvenuto, Cellini, Michael Angelo, Donatello 
and Ghiberti will be helpful. 

In a small library, it will be impossible to 
go very far into the history of the lesser arts, 
but it is well to have one book each on the 
history of furniture, pottery, tapestry and other 
art industries after the general art subjects are 
supplied and as much as possible on practical 
designing. There is a broad field for workers 
inthis line. Everything we use is decorated in 
some way and more and more people each year 
are turning to some of the various branches of 
industrial art as a means of livelihood. It is 
a good thing to stimulate this practical side of 
art. Some periodical like the International 
Studio will be very helpful, as showing the 
best modern work in different lines. 





Perhaps photography can hardly claim to be 
considered one of the fine arts, yet such great 
strides have been made in the last few years 
in its artistic as well as scientific development 
that I am not sure that we shall not be justi- 
fied in classing it among them. Amateurs 
are no longer content to press the button only, 
but are doing really wonderful things in the 
composition of beautiful and artistic pictures. 
There is no doubt but that the amateur has 
taught the professional as much as he has 
learned from him and both are gainers. In 
all libraries there is a constant demand for the 
latest books on everything connected with 
photography, and the more ambitious students 
have turned to the paintings of the old masters 
for help in composition, lighting, etc. 

In buying books on photography avoid buy- 
ing old books. Even a few years make a great 
difference in a scientific book. In most cases 
American are better than English ones for be- 
ginners, because they are adapted to American 
cameras. Photographic periodicals are very 
valuable, as they are strictly up to date. 
The annuals are good to buy for the same 
reason. 

People may be allowed to trace designs from 
the books with the use of a transparent plate 
or film. This protects the book and is per- 
fectly easy to see through—and the privilege 
is one greatly appreciated. To trace directly 
on the page is damaging to the book. 





THE QUESTION OF PUBLISHERS’ 
BINDINGS. 

It is scarcely necessary to call the attention 
of librarians to poor quality of binding on 
many of the new and most desirable pub- 
lications. Illustrations for the most part do 
not keep company with the text many days. 
The backs loosen and the threads break before 
they have circulated a dozen times. The 
whole book is bound in such a flimsy manner 
as to scarcely justify its purchase by a public 
library. 

The new system of prices inaugurated by 
the American Publishers’ Association compels 
libraries to pay from 10 per cent to 25 per 
cent more for current books than formerly. 
This greatly reduces the number of books 
which a small library can purchase. It might 
not be so great a hardship, if the binding and 
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durability of the book was correspondingly 
increased so that bindery bills might be les- 
sened. What we pay for binding might go 
into new books if the publishers would do 
even fairly good binding on the new publica- 
tions. 

Some publishers are doing much better work 
than others, and in order to do justice to them 
and to get specific and reliable information, 
the secretaries of the co-operating library 


commissions are desirous of tabulating the | 


facts if each librarian will kindly send a report 
to the library commission in her own state 
after having kept a record from now until 
July let, When any one of the following 
books need repairing or must be laid aside 
for binding, keep account from the book cards 
the number of times it has circulated before 
repairs are necessary and record in the follow- 
ing manner: 


What book has circulated most before bind- 
ing? What book has circulated least before 
binding? How many times, in yourjudgment, 
should a book, with fair usage, circulate 
before binding? 

The following list of popular books, by 
various publishers, will serve as a basis of 
such reports, but others should doubtless be 
added, and librarians are urged to give this 
matter attention : 


Alcott, Little Women, Little 
Bacheller, Eben Holden, Lothrop 
Baker, Boys’ Book of Inventions, Doubleday 
Rarbour, Half-back, ’ Appleton 
Baylor, Juan & Juanita, Houghton 
Beard, American Boys’ Handy Book, Scribner 
Black, Captain Kodak, Lothrop 
Bouvet, Sweet William, McClurg 
Burnett, Little Lord Fauntleroy, Scribner 
Churchill, The Crisis, Macmillan 
Connor. Black Rock, Revell 
Davis, Soldiers of Fortune, Scribner 
Dodge. Donald & Dorothy, Century 
Drummond, Monkey that Would not Kill, Dodd 
Fothergill, First Violin, Burt 
Grinnell, Jack. the Young Ranchmano, Stokes 
Jackson, Nellie’s Silver Mine, Little 
Jewett, Tory Lover, Houghton 
Johnson, Among English Hedgerows, Macmillan 
King, Colonel's Daughter, Lippincott 
Kipling, Jungle Book, Century 
Lang, Blue Fairy Book, Longmans 
Miller, First Book of Birds, Houghton 
Major, When Knighthood was in 
Flower, Bowen 
Flamingo Feather, Harper 


Munroe, 
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Otis, Toby Tyler, Harper 
Page, Two Little Confederates, Scribner 
Parker, Right of Way, Harper 
Roosevelt, Hunting Trips of a Ranch- : 
man, Putnam 
Scott, Ivanhoe, . Burt 
Stoddard, Little Smoke, Appleton — 


Tarkington, Gentleman from Indiana, Doubleday — 


Tarkington, Monsieur Beaucaire, McUlure 
Thompson, Aliceof Old Vincennes, Bowen 
Thompson, Wild AnimalsI Have Known, Scribner — 
Tomlinson, Camping on the St. Lawrence, Lee 
Vaile, The Orcutt Girls, Wilde 
Ward, Eleanor, Harper © 
Westcott, David Harum, Appleton — 





SCHOOL-ROOM LIBRARIES. 


The Buffalo (N. Y.) Public Library has is- 
sued a Graded list of books for the Class-room 
libraries in the public schools, to which igs 
added a list of books for school reference 
libraries. It is one of the many helpful things 
which have emanated from the Buffalo library, 
under the progressive direction of Mr. H. L, 
Elmendorf. 


This list is carefully graded from the first to 


ninth grades, followed by an author-title index, 
and this by a full subject index, which is the 
distinguishing feature of the book. The use 
of this subject index will save much analytical 
cataloging for material constantly in demand 
by the school children. The price of the list 
is 31 cents, which includes the cost of mailing, 
and may be obtained of the State Library Com- 
missions or directly from the Buffalo library. 

The Evanston (Ill.) Free Public Library has 
just issued a Graded and annotated list of five 
hundred books for school libraries which is 
arranged by subjects and graded under each 
subject. This is followed by a list of refer- 
ence books, a list of good stories of adventure 
for boys, good stories for girls, and stories of 
Indians and cowboys. It has an author and 
title index. Librarians will find this list very 
helpful and it may be obtained of the Evans- 
ton Library for ten cents. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 





The twenty-fourth annual meeting of the 
A. L. A. will be held at Boston and Magnolia, 
Mass., June 14-20, 1902. 

The names on the program of such eminent 


men as Edward Everett Hale-and President 


Eliot of Harvard University, and well known 
librarians, gives assurance of an unusually 
strong program. 
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THE LIBRARIAN’S PERIODICAL. 

A librarian cannot hope to be well informed 
and keep in touch with the modern library 
movement unless she reads the library period- 
icals. Isolated as many library workers are, 
it means much to have the opportunity to 
know, through the medium of the library peri- 
odicals, what others are doing in this great 
educational work, and to gain the point of 
view of prominent librarians regarding the 
new problems continually arising. 

The monthly periodical, ‘* Public Libraries,’’ 
edited by Miss M. E. Ahern, and published by 
the Library Bureau, 215 Madison St., Chicago, 
ig an absolute necessity in every public library, 
and no trustee or librarian throughout the 
middle west can afford to be without it. It is 
inspiring, informing and suggestive in every 
way, both as regards the ideals and aims of 
the free library, and also the technical features 
of the work. It is published monthly at $1.00 


per year. 
NET PRICES ON LIBRARY BOOKS. 





The effect upon public libraries of the pres- 


ent net price system established by the Ameri- 
ean Publishers’ Association, is a subject of 
pressing interest to librarians. 

Previous to the adoption of the net price 
system librarians had received liberal dis- 
counts. They did not vary much from those 
accorded to booksellers, and when large pur- 
chases were made reached perhaps as much as 
40 per cent. Under the new system the dis- 
count was made 10 per eent. This, however, 
did not represent the entire advantage to libra- 
ries, inasmuch as the list prices of books were 
to be placed at lower figures than under the 
old system. 

It had been estimated that the new system 
would result in an average increase of not 
more than 8 per cent in the cost of books to 
libraries, but it is found that in the case of 
almost every book it is much greater, while 
with many books it is more than double. The 
Massachusetts Library Club has compiled a 
statement representing eighteen books of kinds 
most libraries need, from which it appears 
that the average per cent of increase in cost 
is 24. 

The following resolutions were adopted at 
the joint meeting of the Pennsylvania Library 














Club and New Jersey Library Association, 
March 15, 1902, and have been approved by 
various library clubs and associations since 
that date : 

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Library Club 
and the New Jersey Library Association rec- 
ognize that the interests of publishers and 
libraries are closely connected; and, 

WHEREAS, We believe that the present net 
price system instituted by the American Pub- 
lishers’ Association does not conserve mutual 
interests of publishers and libraries. 

Resolved, Thut the American Publishers’ 
Association be requested to consent that deal- 
ers and publishers give to libraries a discount 
up to 25 per cent on net books. 

It was the purpose of the Association in 
adopting that rate to protect the booksellers 
in towns where libraries exist, this being a part 
of the general purpose of the net price system. 
It had been everywhere recognized that the 
general increase in cut prices, mainly prac- 
ticed in the department stores, was working 
ruin to the old time bookseller. 

It is hoped by many librarians that a way 
out of the present state of dissatisfaction may 
be found before the meeting of the American 
Library Association, at Magnolia, near Bos- 
ton, on June 15th. 





SUGGESTIVE LIST OF BOOKS. 

The ‘‘ Suggestive List of Books for a small 
library’’ recommended by the State Library 
Commissions of Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, Idaho and Delaware, issued in Jan- 
uary, gives the states co-operating in this 
work a reliable up-to-date list to put into the 
hands of book committees, trustees, librarians 
and all who are interested in good books. It 
is edited by the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission, the editions being very carefully 
selected for the older standard books. and the 
recent books examined with careful thought 
for the small library with limited funds to ex- 
pend. This list is supplemented by the ‘‘ Buy- 
ing List of Recent Books’’ which is compiled 
by the Wisconsin Commission and is to be 
issued at frequent intervals. The first of these 
supplementary lists was issued April 10. Both 
the Suggestive List and the Buying List are 
distributed free by the Commission Secretaries 
of Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin and other 
states which have arranged for editions. 















BOOKS ON NATURE, ANIMALS, ETC., 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


At this season of the year requests for 
nature books are so frequent as to make the 
following list timely. To interest the young 
people in books of this sort is a good way to 
decrease fiction reading and to cultivate a 
healthy enjoyment of the things about us. 


Andrews. Stories mother nature told. Ginn. 
-50. 
Bamford. My land and water friends. 
Lothrop. 1.25. 

Ballard. Among the moths and butterflies. 
Putman. 1.50. 

Bass. Nature stories for young readers. 2v. 
Heath. (each) .35. 

Blanchan. Bird neighbors. Doubleday. 2.00. 

Blanchan. Nature’s garden. -Doubleday. 
3.00. . 

Buckley. Fairy land of science. Appleton. 
1.50. 


Burroughs. Birds and bees. Houghton. 
40. 

Burroughs. Squirrels and other fur bearers. 
Houghton. 1.00. 

Chase. Stories from birdland. Ed. Pub. 
Co. .40. 


Cook. Nature myths. Flanagan. .35. 

Cooper. Animal life on sea and land. Am. 
B’k. Co. 1.25. 

Cram. Little beasts of field and wood. 
Small. 1.25. 

Dana. How to know the wild flowers. 
Scribners. 1.75. 








Long. Secrets of the woods. Ginn. .60. 

Long. Ways of wood folks. Ginn. .65. 

Long. Wilderness ways, Ginn. .65. a 

Major. Bears of Blue Creek river. Double. 
day. 1.25. = 

Mathews. Familiar features of the roadside, 
Appleton. 1.75. - 

Mathews. Familiar trees and their leaves, 
Appleton. 1.75. — 

Miller. First book of birds. Houghton. 1.00, 

Miller. Little folks in feathers and furs, 
Dutton. 2.50. 

Morley. Bee people. McClurg. 1.25. 

Morley. A few familiar flowers. Ginn. .60, 

Morley. Flowers and their friends. Gipn, 
.50. 
Morley. Little wanderers. Ginn. .35. 

Morley. Song of life. McClurg. 1.25. 

Needham. Outdoor studies. Am. B’k. Qo, 
.40. 

Noel. Buz: life of the honey bee. Kinderg, 
Lit. Co. 1.00. 

Pierson. Among the farmyard people. Am. 
ong the forest people. Among the meadow 
people. Among the pond people. Dutton, 
Each 1.25. 

Proctor. Stories of star land. Putman. .50, 

Sargent. Corn plants. Houghton. .95. 

Saunders. Beautiful Joe. Am. B’k. Co. .60, 

Sewell. Black beauty. Caldwell. .75. 

Strong. All the year round, 3v. Ginn, 


| Each .30. 


Dana. Plants and their children. Am. Book | 
Co. .65. 
Dyson. Stories of the trees. Nelson. 1.25. 


Eddy. Friends and helpers. Ginn. .60. 

Fraser. Mooswa and others of the bound- 
aries. Scribners. 2.00. 

Gibson. Blossom hosts and insect guests. 
Newson. .80. 

Gibson. Camp life in the woods. Harper. 
1.00. 

Gibson. Sharp eyes. Harper. 2.50. 

Gould. Mother Nature’s children. Ginn. .70. 

Johonnot. Neighbors with wings and fins. 
Am. B’k. Co. .40. 

Kelley. Boy mineral collectors. Lippincott. 
1.50. ’ 

Kelly, Mrs. Short stories of our shy neigh- 
bors. Am. B’k. Co. .50. 


Thompson. Biography of a grizzly. Century 
Co. 1.50. 

Thompson. 
ners. 1.75. 

Thompson. Trail of the Sand-hill stag, 


Lives of the hunted. Scerib- 


| Seribners. 1.50. 





Thompson. Lobo, Rag & Vixen. Scribner, 
-60. 

Thompson. Wild animals I have known, 
Scribners. 2.00. 

Torrey. Every day birds. Houghton. 1.00, 

Warren. From September to June with 
Nature. Heath. .35. 

Weed. Seed travelers. Ginn. .35. 

Weed. Stories of insect life. Ginn. .25. 

Wesselhoeft. Flip Wing the spy. Little. 1.25, 

Wright. Citizen bird. Macmillan. 1.50. 

Wright. Four-footed Americans. Macmillan, 
1.50. 
Wright. Tommy Anne. Macmillan. 1.25. 





Kipling. Jungle book. Century Co. 1.50, ; 
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DAVIDSON-WAITE. 


Married at high noon, Tuesday April 15, 
1902, at the home of the bride’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John L. Waite, Burlington, Iowa, 
Miss Jessie Benning Waite and Mr. William 
Henry Davidson. 

Miss Waite has been a member of the Iowa 
Library Commission since its creation and has 
a wide circle of friends among the library 
workers of the state who will join with the 
members of the Iowa Library Commission in 
extending heartiest congratulations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davidson left immediately 
after their marriage for an extended European 
trip and upon their return will make their 
home in Burlington. Mr. Davidson has long 
been associated with the Burlington Hawkeye 
in an editorial capacity. 





LIBRARY LEGISLATION OF THE TWEN- 
TY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The most important library legislation of the 
last general assembly was an act providing 
for the transfer of the traveling library sys- 
tem from the State Library Board to the Iowa 
Library Commission, and increasing the 
annual appropriation for both the Traveling 
Library and the Commission from $4,000 in 
the aggregate, to $6,000. Prior to the pas- 
sage of this act, the Traveling Library had an 
annual appropriation of $2,000 and the 
Library Commission the same. The transfer 
above referred to was made with the hearty 
sanction of the State Library Board, and in 
accord with the recommendations of the 





State Library Association, and the desire of 
the Library Commission. The members of 
the Library Board believed the Commission 
better qualified, by reason of its outside in- 
terests and activities and knowledge of the 
field, to develop the traveling library system. 

The bill as originally introduced, passed the 
house without material amendment, but in 
the senate it was heavily loaded with amend- 
ments. 

The most serious embarrassment was occa- 
sioned by an amendment limiting the Com- 
mission to $3,500 in the matter of expense, 
including salaries, thus leaving $2,500 to be 
expended for traveling libraries without giving 
the Commission sufficient help with which to 
operate the same. By the provisions of the 
new law as amended in the senate, the num- 
ber and salaries of assistants was to be fixed 
biennially by the joint committee on retrench- 
ment and reform. The senate after having 
voted to give the committee on retrenchment 
and reform power to fix the salaries and num- 
ber of assistants, practically took that power 
away from the committee, by amending their 
report in such a manner as to omit the posi- 
tion of librarian for the traveling library. 
Thus the Commission is left with nearly 9,000 
volumes of books to handle and account for, 
and with hundreds of new books to be added 
to the traveling library annually, but with no 
provision for the entire time of some compe- 
tent person for developing this important 
work. The fact was lost sight of that it is not 
wise to buy more books for the traveling 
library than can be systematically circulated 
so that they really reach the people where 
they will do the most good, and that detailed 
and accurate records and actual results can 
only be obtained by the intelligent, personal, 
persistent, direction of some one in touch with 
the work in every detail. 

But the Commission, far from being dis- 
couraged by this embarrassment, enter updén 
another biennial period with hope for larger 
public service along other lines if unable to 
develop the traveling library as it had hoped 
to do. It will make the best possible use of its 
opportunities, leaving time to determine the 
measure of its usefulness and the reasonable- 
ness of its claims. 

A law authorizing library boards to con- 
demn grounds for the location of libraries and 
for additional library grounds was enacted, 








which is especially timely now that there are 
so many library buildings soon to be erected 
in the towns and cities of Iowa. 

Another enactment was regarding gifts and 
bequests for library purposes, providing that 
after such gifts have once been accepted the 
conditions may be enforced by process of law. 

A fourth enactment was for the protection of 
the property of public libraries and reading 
rooms from destruction, mutilation or theft 
and providing for fine and imprisonment for 


same. 
LIBRARY NEWS OF THE STATE. 


Atlantic.—At the March election the citizens 
of Atlantic voted in favor of the establishment 
of a free public library. The question of a 
free library was already before the people 
when a proposition from Mr. Carnegie for 
erecting a $12,500 library building made it 
doubly necessary to vote upon the question. 
The results show that Atlantic will not only 
have a free public library but also a building 
in which to house the books. 

Cedar Falls.— Mr. Carnegie has notified 
Cedar Falls of hie willingness to present the 
town with a $15,000 library building on the 
usual conditions, and the city council promptly 
voted to comply with the conditions. 

Cedar Rapids.—Library day was observed 
by the Cedar Rapids Library on February 14th 
by an evening meeting, with a program of un- 
usual interest, which attracted a large audi- 
ence of Cedar Rapids citizens. Supt. McCon- 
nell, of the city schools, spoke on the ‘‘ Uni- 
fication of the Educational Agencies,’’ and 
Miss Irene Warren, of the School of Educa- 
tion, University of Chicago, spoke on ‘‘ The 
Library, the School and the Community.’’ 
Mr. Barrett, State Superintendent of Instruc- 
tion and a member of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, talked on ‘‘ Libraries for Everybody.’’ 
After the addresses an informal reception in the 
library rooms gave everyone an opportunity to 
inspect the work being done by the library, to 
meet the speakers of the evening and the 
members of the Cedar Rapids Library Board, 
the librarian and the staff. The following 
morning a meeting of especial interest to trus- 
tees and librarians was conducted by Miss 
Tyler, Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, which took the form of a question box, 
and called forth animated discussion of prac- 
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tical topics. Many trustees and librariang 
from other libraries were present. Library 
day has come to be an annual feature of the 
Cedar Rapids Library, through Miss McCrory’ 
enthusiastic efforts. 

Clinton.—Sometime ago Mr. Carnegie made 
a proposition to the city of Clinton to provide 
a library building to cost $30,000, on the usual} 
ten per cent basis for annual support. At the 
city election, March 31st, the question of eg. 
tablishing and maintaining a free library ang 
accepting Mr. Carnegie’s offer, was voted upon 
and carried, and steps will at once be taken 
to erect the building as soon as the Board of 
Trustees is appointed. 

Denison.—Is one of the Iowa towns to re. 
ceive the announcement of Mr. Carnegie’s 
willingness to erect a $10,000 building on the 
usual conditions. This is one of the newer 
libraries, having voted on the library question 
last year. 

Eagle Grove.—The establishment and maip- 
tenance of a free public library, by city tax, 
was decided upon by the citizens of Eagle 
Grove at the March election. 

Eidora.—The Board of Trustees have decided 
upon the plans for the new Carnegie library 
to be erected at Eldora at a cost of $10,000, 
Patton & Miller of Chicago having been 
selected as the architects. 

Estherville.— A $10,000 building for the 
free public library of Estherville will be pro 
vided by Mr. Carnegie on the usual conditions 
of 10 per cent annually for maintenance. 

Hampton.—A proposition from Mr. Carnegie 
to provide for the erection of a $10,000 library 
building has been accepted by the city couneil 
of Hampton on the usual conditions. The 
library is now occupying crowded quarters in 
the basement of the court house. 

towa City.—A library building to cost $25, 
000 will be erected through Mr. Carnegie’s 
generosity for Iowa City upon the usual con 
ditions, which will doubtless be complied with, 
and a centrally located lot provided. 

Manchester has recently received an offer of 
$10,000 for a library building from Mr. Car 
negie upon the usual conditions, which will 
doubtless be accepted. 

Maquoketa.—Two questions were voted upon 
and carried in Maquoketa: that of maintain 
ing a library by tax levy and aecepting Mr. 
Carnegie’s offer of $10,000 for a building. 














































Marion.— The club women of Marion have 
been most active in their work for a public 
library. having federated for this purpose, 
and have opened their library with a good 
collection of books. Miss Parkhurst is libra- 
rian. They hope the city will eventually vote 
a tax for the support of the library. 


Marshalltown.— The city council have given | 
a 75-foot lot for the new Carnegie library | 
building, and the architects Patton & Miller, | 
of Chicago, have the plans for the building | 
| Adams has been selected as librarian. 
| citizens voted on the questinen of a free library 
000 for the erection of a library building for | 


nearly completed. 
Mason City.— A proposition to provide $25,- 


Mason City has been made by Mr. Carnegie. 


Inasmuch as the library owns a well located | 
corner lot, and the tax levy will provide the | 


10 per cent income, the proposition will 
doubtless be accepted. 


library, will complete her work in June. 


Nashua.— Through the earnest efforts of the | 
ladies of Nashua a small library was started | 


and now the citizens have voted to maintain 
a free public library by public tax. 
ladies will turn over their books to the city. 
Newton will erect a $10,000 library building, 
the gift of Mr. Carnegie. 


Rawson of Des Moines as the architects, and 
plans are being made for the building. 
Onawa.— The proposition of Hon. Addison 


put into books and equipment for a free 
public library for Onawa was voted upon 


favorably at the spring election, the city pro- | 
| Des Moines and return. They may be retained 
Oskaloosa.—A new $20,000 library building | 


viding a tax for the maintenance of the library. 
will be erected in Oskaloosa through Mr. Car- 
less enter on a much wider field of usefulness. 


Ottumwa.— Miss Mary E. Downey, of the 
Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, has been 


pletion. 


Perry.— The citizens of Perry voted on the | 
question of the establishment and maintenance | 


of a free public library at the spring election, 
and decided in favor of a library. The mayor 
has already appointed the Board of Trustees, 
consisting of five men and four women. 


The | 


The Board of | 
Trustees have selected the firm of Hallett & | 


Sanborn.— The citizens of Sanborn voted 
favorably on the question of a free public 
library, maintained by tax, March 3lst. The 
ladies have been active for some time in con- 
ducting a library association, and their books 


| will be the nucleus of the free library. 


Vinton —From funds secured by the club 
women of Vinton, who federated their clubs 
for this. work, a public library was opened 
with a good supply of standard books, and on 
March 27th a public reception was held. Mrs. 
The 


supported by tax, on Mach 31st, and it car- 
ried. The books already on hand will be 
turned over to the city. 

Waterloo has recently received the offer of 
$30,000 from Mr. Carnegie for a public library 


| building and the proposition will doubtless be 
Muscatine.— Miss Zoe E. Faddis, of Chicago, | 
who has been organizing the Musser public | 


accepted. 


FREE TRAVELING LIBRARY OF IOWA. 


The Traveling Library of the State of Iowa 
is now under the direction of the lowa Library 
Commission. It was established in 1897 and 
placed in charge of the State Library Board 
to be operated for the purpose of placing good 
books within the reach of every citizen of the 
state. The books are made up in miscellane- 
ous collections of 50 volumes each and pro- 


| vided with a simple loan system. The libraries 
_ are loaned to clubs, societics, local libraries, 
Oliver to provide a building and $4,000 to be | 


schools or other organizations or to groups of 


_ individuals, upon signing an agreement to be 


obtained of the Iowa Library Commission 
and paying the cost of transportation from 


for a period of three months and then ex- 


| changed for others. 
negie’s generosity, and the library will doubt- | 


Books are also supplied from the general 
loan collection bearing upon special lines of 


_ study and research, where the importance of 
| the subject and the frequency of the demand 
elected librarian of the free public library at | 
Ottumwa, and will enter upon her duties | 
June lst. The new building is nearing com- | 


seems to justify their purchase. These books 
are loaned to organizations and individuals on 
the same conditions as the miscellaneous col- 
lections. Individual students, where there is 
no local organization or library affiliated with 
the Traveling Library, may secure books by 


| depositing with the Commission a draft or 


certified check covering the value of the book. 


| Full information may be obtained of the Lowa 
| Library Commission, Des Moines. 
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IOWA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL, 
CHILDREN’S COURSE. 

The second annual session of the Iowa 
Summer School for Library Training will be 
held in Iowa City, as a department of the 
summer session of the State University of 


Iowa, June 16 to July 26, 1902, under the. 


auspices of the Iowa Library Commission. 

The Commission takes pleasure in announc- 
ing that the instruction will cover a period of 
six weeks and.daily lectures will be given by 
Miss Esther Crawford, Western Reserve 
University Library, Cleveland, O., Miss Annie 
Carroll Moore, Children’s Librarian, Pratt 
Institute Library, Brooklyn, N. Y., Miss 
Harriet A. Wood, State University Library, 
Iowa City, and the secretary of the Commis- 
sion, Miss Tyler, assisted by visiting lecturers 
of recognized ability. 

Among these are Miss Mary Eileen Ahern, 
editor ‘‘Public Libraries,’’ Chicago, Miss 
Edith Tobitt, Librarian Omaha ( Neb.) Public 





Library, Miss Harriet L. McCrory, Librarian | 
Cedar Rapids (Ia.) Public Library, members | 


of the Iowa Library Commission and others. 

The last. two weeks of the session from July 
14 to 26, will be devoted to children’s work 
under the direction of Miss Moore, the child- 


ren’s librarianof Pratt Institute. This course. 


will offer unusal opportunity to study this 
subject under Miss Moore who has done much 
to give direction and value to this special 
phase of library activity in the United States. 

The course will include three series of lec- 
tures. The first will be on the principal 
classes of children’s books — mythology and 
fairy tales; history and historical stories; pic- 
ture books and easy books for little children; 
fiction for boys and girls. The second will be 
special lectures upon important features of the 
work of a children’s department; personal 
relation between the children’s librarian and 
the children, the teacher and the parents; the 
necessary records and statistics; picture bulle- 
tins, etc. The third series will be of a general 
nature on the history of children’s libraries, 
selection of books, decoration and furnishing 
of the room, co-operation between the pubis 
library and the public school, etc. 

Students will be received for this two weeks 
course if they find it impossible to attend for 
the entire six weeks. A large attendance of 
Iowa trustees and teachers, as well as librar- 





ians is expected. Those outside the state wi 
be admitted for this course. Early applic 
tion is desirable. Address inquiries to ¢ 
Director, Miss Alice 8. Tyler, Iowa Lib 
Commission, Des Moines, Iowa. § 








IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS: y: 

Mr. Frank F. Dawley, President, Cedar © 
Rapids. .. 
Mr. Philip M. Crapo, Vice-President, Bur. _ 
lington. : 


iton. 
Mr. M. H. Douglass, Treasurer, Grinnell. 
TRUSTEES’ SECTION: 
Mrs. H. M. Towner, Chairman, Corning. 
Mrs. C. D. Van Vechten, Secretary, Cedar 
Rapids. 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE : 
Miss Alice 8S. Tyler, Des Moines. 
Mrs. H. M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. M. M. Battis, Marshalltown. 


PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT, 1902. 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association will be held in Grinnel] 
during the month of October. Any person 
concerned in promoting the library interest of 
Iowa may become a member of the Associa- 
tion by the payment of annual dues. & 

It is requested that the annual membership _ 
dues of $1 for the calendar year, 1902, be 
paid at once to the treasurer, M. H. Dougl 3 
Grinnell, as the fees are needed for Associa- 
tion expenses arising during the year, f 
also in order that the program committee may 
know the amount of funds available in pre- 
paring for the coming meeting. 

Membership in the Association is necess; 
to secure the reduced rates on railroads 
at the hotels at the time of the annual meetin 

The program committee is now preparing a 
program which promises to be one of the be 
in the history of the Association. Subjects 
timely interest will be discussed and speakers 
of national reputation will be secured for 
dresses. 

Trustees should be especially interestelil 
this meeting, as a trustees’ section was org 
ized at the last meeting of the Association @ 
their problems will receive especial consid 
tion. 


Tas. aoe 


Guitar 
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Miss. Margaret W. Brown, Secretary, Char- — 











